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Minister’s Message
Freezing Fredericton, December 1993, at the edge of a new year, the edge of night, the edge of
change, the edge of what’s bearable, six months past singular pain. The water churned and pushed
against the ice from below with a veiled intensity that reminded me of prayer. I stood on an outcrop
of rocks and twisted concrete and steel, a breakwater of sorts that jutted into the river – just stood,
feeling the wind scrape my face. Whatever thoughts that came to me then were honest ones – or
maybe I just needed to release the grief that laid low my melody, containing it like the ice contained
the water below, for a time.
“Courage grows strong at the wound.” I’d heard this somewhere, and I felt a rush of reverence as I
pondered wounds of many shapes and sizes – the scar of love’s too-early death, a failed economy, a
wasting planet, my mother’s parallel demise not a decade before, the wrench of stubborn wars, the
illusions that hold us, the human condition. The shadowed water gurgled beneath the ice, as if
whispering: Dear God …
Prayer in public is one thing, but private prayer draws from deep wells if we truly let it, and the most
honest kind can’t be done easily. Yet there I was, praying against the wind and against the
undercurrent’s tide. Dear God, let me find the courage to endure whatever is to come, the wisdom to
pull a future for myself and my daughters from one that seems so much just now like a lottery with
losing odds. Grant me tranquility, and transformation, at the point of my wounds, and make
transparent your vision of a future beyond the painful present. Grant me a strange sanity and the
strength to face my worst fears. Grant my girls and I peace.
Then, expanding the point of woundedness, I found myself pondering and praying toward a future far
beyond mine or my family’s alone. Grant us all peace, and the humble human power to wage peace
in the midst of pain. Grant us a Prime Minister and a President who believes in something beyond the
military-industrial consensus that seems to own them by undemocratic decree. Grant the nationalists
and the defenders of nuclear mad-ness – mutually assured destruction – the ability to speak of war
with the due deference it deserves, and not with the abandon that makes it sound like war is a
Nintendo game for grown-ups, or child’s play.
There was a searing kind of resolve that arose, I remember, as I prayed without preconceived form,
an unyielding determination with which my shadowed prayer thrust itself into consciousness. It’s so
much easier, it occurred to me, to simply give up and get angry, to fight by the same methods for the
end of fighting. But Bruce Macleod, our former Moderator, had said, during the last Parliamentary
debate on capital punishment some years before, which I now remembered to my surprised
revelation, “Why kill people who kill people to prove that killing people is wrong?” Wasn’t this true,
also, of all aggression, of all violence, and wasn’t this the key that unlocks the creative crucible of the
cross of Christ, who died to end all violent death and whom we’ve failed ever since by inflicting
indiscriminate death in so many directions? Why wage war with those who wage war to prove that
waging war is wrong? O God, give us courage, rarely assisted by weapons, at the wounds, that we
might grow strong.
Continued on page 4
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LOOKING AT THE WEEKS AHEAD
·

Sunday, March 31

- Easter Sunrise Service - Centennial Hill 7:00 a.m.
Easter Worship - Communion

·

Saturday, April 6

- Rummage Sale - 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

·

Sunday, April 7

- Easter 2 (Brian away) Guest Speaker: Ian McBride of Anglican/United Refugee
Alliance (AURA)

·

Sunday, April 14

- Easter 3 - Baptism and Transfer of Membership

·

Friday, April 19

- Movie Night

·

Sunday, April 21

- Easter 4 - Communion

·

Sunday, April 28

- Easter 5

·

Sunday, May 5

- Easter 6

·

Saturday, May 11

- TSO Children’s Concert - Roy Thomson Hall - 3:30 p.m.

·

Sunday, May 12

- Easter 7 - Christian Family Sunday

·

Sunday, May 19

- Pentecost - Communion

·

Sunday, May 26

- Trinity Sunday - Toronto Conference Annual Meeting (Brian away)

Worship Services at 10:30 a.m.
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Come with your grandchildren, children, or other young people
to see and hear

“EMILY Saves the orchestra”
About a 10-year old girls who Saves the orchestra from the terrible
monster “cacopholus”
(featuring the TSO and Platypus Theatre )

Especially for audience members ages 5-12

www.tso.ca

Saturday, May 11, 2013, 3:30 pm
at Roy Thomson Hall
60 Simcoe Street , Toronto
(at King Street West and Simcoe)
We have 15 seats in section C1, rows P&R
Tickets are $20 for seniors, students and children,
$26 for others

Come half an hour early for a special
pre-concert performance in the lobby

A Bloordale and Friends Event
For further information or tickets contact
Julia 416-622-6309 (h) / 416-621-8050 (w)

__________________________________

UPDATE

FROM THE

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Here is a list of our confirmed future social
outings. Tickets are available at cost.
·

Tuesday, April 2nd, 2013, 7 pm – Toronto Blue
Jays home opener, vs. Cleveland Indians
SOLD OUT

·

Saturday, May 11, 2013, 3:30 pm –TSO for
Kids, Emily Saves the Orchestra at Roy
Thomson Hall; especially for kids 5 to 12 years
old

·

Wednesday, June 26, 201. 3rd Annual Boat
Cruise (or sightseeing tour of Toronto) plus
dinner.

Please check your calendars and talk to Julia
Stavreff for information and / or tickets: 416-6226309(h) or 416-621-8050(w)

__________________________________
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My prayer became centered, my spirit still, in this:
God no more intends death by bullets or bombs
than death by cancer, and both deaths have been
defeated, once for all, in Christ, thank God. O
help us disarm in all imaginable ways, even of the
fear that brooks no humility in sorrow or conflict
and presumes that railing at life’s blows or winning at war is somehow a victory. Help us see the
great logic, at once human and divine, of laying
down instruments of death, words and warheads
both, and the fear that makes using them so unthinkable.
Death is the ultimate fear and the ultimate enemy, but when my wife Debbie died in 1993 I
learned that death wasn’t the enemy at all, actually – rather, it was something like the waves beneath the ice, unknowable beyond a steely cold
barrier, yet uplifting and maybe no more than a
door from time to eternity. It was a turning point
at which courage could grow, alongside the knowledge that, if I simply hated death, or the imposter
god with whom I might have equated it, or,
worse, hated life because of death and the lingering, bitter dread of it, my grief would have no
healing, restorative power, and would be as
numbing as regret.
Dear God, I pray again this Lent, let the stalwarts
of misplaced glory lose their luster in the wake of
a new faith-awakened dream to make war no
more, that the unnecessary wounds of the dead’s
loved ones will not grip tight the heart of untold
millions, testing many as I was being tested then.
Let our leaders’ agendas transcend the interests
that seem to surround them, who shout of perhaps the highest of the seven deadly, deathly sins
– vengeful pride. Let us make haste to bear the
planet’s pain, to Easter forth such new communion
and compassion that the blood of Christ courses
through the Christian church in the passion of
both ourselves and our blood brothers and sisters,
as we rise together to end the blood sport of war.
I pray, lastly, that this kind of prayer is still alive
in the world, and that it never dies – and Easter
beckons.

Hats off to. . . .
MANY HELPERS
The Social and Fundraising
Committee would like to express
our thanks for all the assistance
we received in putting on the
Esprit Concert and Silent Auction
on March 9th. It was a great
evening, wonderful music, as we have learned to
expect from all of Mervin's choirs and some
exciting bidding for a few of the items at the
Silent Auction!!
As Julia has announced in church and elsewhere
in this Bloorbeat, the evening raised a total of
approximately $3500 for Bloordale's needs. It
takes more than just one committee to put on
this endeavour and we wish to publicly thank the
following:
Advance publicity:
Nancy Harris and church members who
distributed flyers in their condo and apartment
building.
Set up of gym & Silent Auction display:
Vanessa Ramsahai, Evelyn Relyea, Roxanne
Titus, Grace Everett, Pat Nelson
Delicious homemade baking:
Jo-Em Bettridge, Grace Everett, Nancy Harris,
Helen Hitchcock, Gladys Lewis, Pat Nelson,
Evelyn Relyea, Barbara Saunders
Kitchen managers:
Joan Hollowell, Amy Bickford
Ticket takers on the night of:
Julia Stavreff, Nancy Harris, Lila Conroy,
Anabelle Goncalves
Elevator operator:
Gordon Moore (with thanks to John Pauksens)
50/50 ticket seller:
Anne Bhabha
Also, thanks are due to all those who contributed
items or services to the auction, attended the
evening and participated in the auction.
THE SOCIAL & FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

Blessings in the turning times of your life’s
wounds, and Eastering courage.
__________________________________

Brian
__________________________________
The desire of acquiring the comforts of the world haunts
the imagination of the poor, and the dread of losing
them that of the rich.
Alexis de Tocqueville
French political thinker
1805-59
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STEWARDSHIP SPOT
“Stewardship is everything I do after I say ‘I
believe’.”
Steward – A Dirty Word?
The word “steward” comes from the Old English
word steward, or warden of pigs – literally a
steward of the pigsty! I just preached, on March
10th for our 55th Anniversary, on the story of the
Prodigal Son in Luke 15, who went away to a far
country with his inheritance and squandered his
money on so-called “loose living,” the result of his
poor stewardship finding him, literally, as a
steward of a pigsty! Only then did he return home
to his father and receive the gracious welcome
that speaks so well of God’s mercy and abundant
pardon.
In the Bible more generally, a steward is a
manager of someone else’s property.
Joseph,
after numerous twists and turns of fate – or
destiny?! – became a chief steward for the
Pharaoh of Egypt. When there was a great famine
in the land, Joseph administered the distribution
of food for the whole country, and ended up
saving his own family as well.
Adam and Eve, don’t forget, were the first
stewards, asked by God to tend the garden of
creation which God had made and given them.
They soon forgot about their call to care for the
earth, however, and ended up longing to be like
God, eating of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil and thereby setting pride, which is
nothing more than elevating ourselves above our
rightful place in both the creation and in the
grand, divine scheme of things, especially in
comparison with other people and/or creatures, at
the very top of the list of seven deadly sins.
But the fact of faith is that we are all stewards.
God has entrusted us with resources to care for
and look after wisely, such as the earth, the air,
the water, our bodies, our time and talents, our
minds, and our money. The question for us, as
for all generations of Christians, isn’t whether we
are stewards, but whether we are good stewards.
Church folks often think of stewardship, when
they hear the word, in terms of money only,
forgetting that it is only one of many beautiful
gifts and resources God has given and entrusted
to us. Nonetheless, it is important to consider our
stewardship of money, for how we use our money
and what we spend it on says a great deal about
our values. Generally, we spend our money on
what we believe is important in life, and,
therefore, if faith is important to us, we’ll make a
habit of setting aside a portion of our income to
support the life of the faith community to which
we belong. May we all become better stewards of
our resources and give God, not our last, but our
best.
Brian

CRAFT NIGHT 2013
SUCCESS

AN

OVERWHELMING

Our third annual children’s craft night was an
overwhelming
success,
surpassing
our
expectations. For the four weeks from February
15th to March 8th, we had attendance of 38
children, 30 children (long weekend), 42 children
and as March break started, 42 children. Many
came for all four evenings, bringing bags to take
their crafts home in.
Each Friday night, we had five different craft
leaders (some with their own assistants) at five
different tables. The children moved from table to
table as there were openings, or interest, although
one boy liked Hanna’s stress balls so much, that
he made three, and no other crafts.
There was also a colouring table where kids could
go if they wanted a break, or had to wait for
opening at the craft tables. Some of the crafts
made this year were; 3 D glasses, fancy pens,
sachets, play dough hearts, masks, construction
paper cards and crafts, bracelets, suitcase wool
markers, planters, paper flowers and the above
mentioned Hanna stress balls.
Twelve different crafters came over the course of
the 4 weeks; four came three times including
church school co-ordinator Lisa Mazzariol. Pat
Nelson signed the kids in, Pat McDermott and
Juanita Eldridge did bathroom duty, and Julia
Stavreff gave the kids their snacks: apple juice,
water and goldfish crackers, which were very
popular.
As the children came upstairs to room 24/25, a
volunteer noticed that all the kids seemed excited
to be coming. The parents were excited too; they
got to do adult activities with their friends for 1½
hours.
We are planning to do craft night again next year,
as the community seems to appreciate this.
Thank you to all who participated this year.
Julia Stavreff,
Craft Night Co-ordinator
__________________________________

CORRECTION
CONTRARY TO PREVIOUS
ANNOUNCEMENTS THERE IS NO
“EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST” ON
SUNDAY, MARCH 31ST
__________________________________
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ESPRIT CHAMBER CHOIR

AT

BLOORDALE
th

On Saturday evening, March 9 , the award
winning ESPRIT Chamber Choir performed at
Bloordale United Church, and it was just lovely.
Conducted by Mervin Fick, the group has a
repertoire of a Capella early music. ESPRIT was
awarded first prize at the Peel Music Festival in
April 2012, first place at the 2012 Ontario
Provincial Music Festival and second place in the
2012 National Music Festival.
The evening started with performances of a Kyrie,
a Gloria and a Credo plus ‘Ava Maria’. Some
pieces were performed by just men, some by just
women, and many pieces by the whole choir.
Bloordale members Bud Ketchabaw, Michael
Downie, Brian McIntosh, Sharron Le Blanc, Lydia
McIntosh and Verena von Stritzky are part of this
35-member choir.
After intermission, the choir sang pieces that they
had performed in Quebec City, as well as a
number of pieces from Canadian composers,
including a lovely piece called ‘Hope’ by Mervin
Fick.
One could sit in one’s seat, with eyes closed, and
just absorb the beautiful sounds of the ESPRIT
Choir. Over 100 guests came to Bloordale to
enjoy the concert.
Before, during intermission and after the
performance, guests came to Bloordale’s gym to
participate in the Silent Auction. There was some
fierce bidding going on, particularly for a pair of
Blue Jay tickets, for an abstract painting by Pat
McDermott, and for Homemade Cinnamon Rolls
baked by Joan Hollowell.
In total over $3,500 was raised from the evening
for Bloordale programmes. Thanks to Mervin Fick
and the ESPRIT Chamber Choir for performing, to
the Silent Auction participants, both donors and
bidders, to those who organized the event and to
all who came.
A Grand Time Was Had By All
Julia Stavreff for
The Social and Fundraising Committee
__________________________________

THE LUNCH BUNCH
On anniversary Sunday, March 10th, 22 Bloordale
folks went to the Muddy Duck Restaurant for our
third ‘lunch bunch’ lunch. Some of us ordered the
all you can eat buffet, and some of us ordered
lunch from the menu. All of us had a good time,
eating and chatting.
Thanks to Gord Moore for organizing this event.
Our next lunch is tentatively scheduled for April
21st, at a venue to be determined. Keep this date
in mind and do consider coming.
__________________________________

Bloordale Anniversary Award Recipients
On our 55th Anniversary we recognized three
outstanding individuals within our faith community
who have offered their consistent gifts to both
church and society. In the second year of this
program, we are pleased to bestow the following
three Annual Anniversary Awards, as a way of
recognizing the significant contribution that our
members make to both the church and the
community. They are:

The Bloordale Outstanding Service
Award
The Bloordale Outstanding Service Award is given
to a member in recognition of long-term,
distinguished service to Bloordale United Church.
The 2013 Award Recipient
Joan Hollowell

The Bloordale Community Service Award
The Bloordale Community Service Award is given
to remarkable people who put service at the
center of their lives, making a significant
contribution to the surrounding community.
The 2013 Award Recipient
Jack Lovatt

The Bloordale Vision and Mission Award
The Bloordale Vision and Mission Award is given to
a person who has offered significant leadership in
the past year toward achieving our vision and
mission goals and objectives.
The 2013 Award Recipient
– Julia Stavreff

Ken Breakwell
February 4, 2013
Beth McVean
February 28, 2013

Congratulations to each of our three Award
recipients, each of whom has given much of
themselves in service of our life together
__________________________________
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MEMORIAL BOOK DISPLAY STAND DEDICATION
A beautiful Memorial Book Display Stand for the
Sanctuary was dedicated on March 17th in
memory of Anne Nakagawa.
A special thanks to Terry Relyea from the
Memorial
Committee
for
designing
and
construction the stand.
__________________________________

MEMORIAL FUND PAMPHLET AVAILABLE
A new Memorial Fund Pamphlet is now available in
the Sanctuary.
Thank you to Verena for your assistance in it’s
publishing.

He continued on ... "The Pine trees start their new
growth in the weeks before Easter -- if you look at
the tops of the Pine trees two weeks before, you
will see the yellow shoots. As the days get closer
to Easter Sunday, the tallest shoot will branch off
and form a cross.
By the time Easter Sunday comes around, you will
see that most of the Pine trees will have small
yellow crosses on all of the tallest shoots."
I turned to look out the window and 1 couldn't
believe my eyes. It was a week before Easter, and
you could see all of the trees with the tall yellow
shoots stretching to Heaven.
The tallest ones shone in the sunlight like rows of
tiny golden crosses.

__________________________________

ROOM 15 ADDITION
Room 15 is graced with a 50” flat screen TV
funded by the U. C. W.
The U.C.W. is grateful to John Pauksens for his
assistance in Purchasing and installation.
__________________________________

PINETREE CROSSES
Last April on a Sunday we took one of our
"nowhere" drives, my husband was quietly driving
a back road. I was occupied in the front passenger
seat watching the scenery.
I noticed out of the corner of my eye that my
husband was straining to look out my window.
This startled me, since his eyes should be on the
road in front of him. I asked him what he was
looking at out the windows, and he quietly replied,
"Nothing." His eyes went back to the road in front
of him.
After a few minutes, I looked over at my husband
and noticed a tear running down his cheek. I
asked him what was wrong. This time he told me,
'"I was Just thinking about Pop and a story he had
once told me." Of course, because it had to do
with his Pop I wanted to know the story, so I
asked him to share it with me.
He said, "When 1 was about 8 years old, Pop and I
were out fishing and that's when he told me that
the Pine trees know when it is Easter."
I had no idea what he meant by that, so I pressed
him for more information.

__________________________________

TORONTO HISTORY
"The country around this town [Toronto] being
very flat is bare of scenic interest but the town
itself is full of life and motion, bustle, business and
improvement. The streets are we! I paved and
lighted with gas; the houses are large and good;
the shops excellent. Many of them have a display
of goods in their windows such as may be seen in
thriving country towns in England, and there are
some which do no discredit to the metropolis
itself. There is a good stone prison here and there
are besides a handsome church, a Court House,
Public Offices and many commodious private
residences, a Government Observatory for noting
and recording the magnetic variations. In the
College of Upper Canada, which is one of the
public establishments of the City, a sound
education in every department of polite learning
can be had at a very modern expense, the annual
charge for instruction of each pupil not exceeding
nine pounds sterling."
Charles Dickens, American Notes, 1842

__________________________________
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WHEN & WHERE
PHYSICIAN OF SOULS
February 26, 1981

His was an unusual path to the pulpit.
David Martyn Lloyd-Jones was born in Wales in
1899, and at twenty-two earned a medical
degree under the most renowned physician in
England. But Lloyd-Jones believed there was a
soul sickness that ran far deeper than any
physical ailment. He determined that what
people needed most is life from God. As he
studied and pondered these truths and came to
understand that through Christ's death on the
cross people could have eternal life, Lloyd-Jones
himself was born again. This experience changed
his life and its direction from medicine to the
pastorate. His theological education came from
books of great theologians like John Owens and
Jonathan Edwards. "I devoured these volumes
and just read them and read them," Lloyd-Jones
wrote. "It is certainly true that they helped me
better than anything else." In 1927, he was
ordained in George Whitefield's Tabernacle in
London as a Calvinistic Methodist.
In 1938, after an eleven-year evangelistic and
preaching ministry in South Wales, Lloyd-Jones
was invited by the aging G. Campbell Morgan to
become co-pastor with him of Westminster
Chapel in London. His formal induction service in
September 1939 was canceled, for fear of a Nazi
bombing raid.
Lloyd-Jones spent the next thirty years
preaching at the church, seeing it through the
difficult war years. He became the sole pastor
when Morgan retired in 1943. Under his
leadership,
Westminster
Chapel
became
recognized as the leading evangelical pul•pit of
England. His ministry there was characterized by
his careful exposition of the Bi•ble and his
uncompromising Reformed theology. At the
same time, he was known for his genuine piety,
his family life, his sense of humor, his skill as a
counselor, and his deep desire for renewal in the
evangelical church. Thousands found Christ and
grew in their faith under Lloyd-Jones's
preaching. He deserves to be included among
the great preachers of all time.
In 1968, illness forced him to end his ministry at
Westminster.
But
Lloyd-Jones
was
later
convinced that God removed his preaching
ministry so that he could write. He began editing
his sermon transcripts for publication and wrote
many books that still remain in print.
Lloyd-Jones was a student of church history, and
among the quotes he treasured most was a
statement by John Wesley, who said of the early
Methodists, "Our people die well." Lloyd-Jones
knew the power behind those words.

Physical death did, indeed, lose its sting for those
who were confident of their life in eternity.
His turn to die came in the waning days of winter
in 1981. On Thursday evening, February 26, 1981,
in a trembling hand Lloyd-Jones wrote a note to
his dear wife and children: "Do not pray for
healing. Do not hold me back from glory." His
request was honored. The next Sunday, Dr. David
Martyn Lloyd-Jones entered glory to meet face to
face the God he so cherished.
__________________________________

MOVIE NIGHT
Brian’s Movie Night returns on April 19th at 7 pm in
Room 15.
Complete with popcorn and snacks, movie night is
for anyone who wishes to come, and includes a brief
chat about the movie’s themes following the viewing.
__________________________________

BLOORBEAT PUBLICATION SCHEDULE
Following is the publication schedule and the deadlines for submissions for upcoming issues through
May 2013.
Publication
Date

Submission
Deadline
2013

May 19

May 11

__________________________________

BLOORBEAT ADVERTISING
Would you like to advertise your business in
Bloorbeat? Prices per issue of Bloorbeat are :
Business card size
¼ page size
½ page size

$ 20
$ 40
$ 70

To advertise, please call John Pauksens, 416-6226309 or email pauksenj@rogers.com
__________________________________
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the Communications Committee of
Bloordale United Church
4258 Bloor St. W.
Etobicoke ON M9C 1Z7
(416) 621-1710
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