November - December 2012

BLOORBEAT
The Newsletter of

Volume XXXI, Issue 7

Minister’s Message
Happy new year! With the beginning of a new church year in Advent on December 2nd, this year
we’re also unveiling and dedicating our beautiful new chancel, after worshipping in the gym for the
past six weeks, so we hope you can join us! And not only that day, but the following Sunday for our
Choir Christmas Cantata “Light of the World,” and then the following Sunday for our special Pageant
presentation, “A Charlie Brown Christmas”! Of course we’ll also enjoy our Christmas Eve Service, only
one this year, at 5 pm on the 24th, so come and be a part of the renewal and revitalization of
Bloordale in Advent and beyond, as we rejoice together in the good things God is doing through us!
Because of the renovation, and the dome replacement, and the conversation at our recent SemiAnnual Meeting about the possibilities for leveraging our excellent property in some way, by sale or
redevelopment of a severed portion, I’ve been thinking about buildings lately, and the following is an
edited version of a reflection I shared at Wesburn Manor on a recent Sunday afternoon which I
thought would be relevant for all of us.
The National Cathedral in Washington is a mountain of stone placed in 14th century Gothic style, built
on the highest piece of land in the capital, 517 feet long, 300 feet high – according to official
documents it weighs 150,000 tons! Every cubic foot of stone was carefully crafted by masons, who
began the work in 1907 but could not foresee its completion - 93 years later, in 2000! Positively
medieval, the Cathedral has an apse and a transept and a crypt. Martin Luther King Jr. preached his
last sermon there, and you can just imagine his cry of freedom ringing off the Indiana limestone!
There are stones from Mount Sinai in the floor, and a rock from the moon in one of the stained glass
windows.
In the mornings the Cathedral catches the low sun and glows like an ember, as if this sanctuary for
the soul of the city on a hill knows something that is abiding and eternal. Looking at it at such a time,
one can catch the majestic awe for the Temple in Jerusalem which the disciples express in Mark 13,
saying to Jesus, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and what large buildings!” It was, we’re sure,
quite a sight, as is the Cathedral on a bright fall day. Buildings are important, and the church, despite
the children’s song that goes “the church is not a building; the church is not a steeple; the church is
not a resting place; the church is the people,” couldn’t really have an impact without a building of
some kind to hold a house of worship and give God a holy dwelling place among what 1 Peter 2 called
God’s “living stones,” the people.

Continued on page 4
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LOOKING AT THE WEEKS AHEAD
·

Saturday, December 1

- Holly Tea and Bazaar - 1:00 p.m - 3:30 p.m.

·

Sunday, December 2

- Advent 1 - Communion (Dedication of Chancel)
Yak with Mervin - Room 15

·

Tuesday, December 4

- Congregational Pot Luck Supper - 6:30 p.m.

·

Sunday, December 9

- Advent 2 - Choir Cantata / White Gift Sunday

·

Sunday, December 16

- Advent 3 - Christmas Pageant

·

Sunday, December 23

- Advent 4

·

Monday, December 24

- Christmas Eve Family Service / Candles & Communion -5 p.m.

·

Sunday, December 30

- Christmas 1

·

Sunday, January 6

- Epiphany Sunday

·

Sunday, January 13

- Baptism of Jesus / Baptisms (if any are requested)

·

Sunday, January 20

- 2nd after Epiphany / Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins

·

Sunday, January 27

- 3rd after Epiphany / Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ends

Worship Services at 10:30 a.m.
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OUR SEMI- ANNUAL MEETING
Our semi- annual meeting was held in the gym
after the church service, on November 4th, 2012.
Chair Julia Stavreff spoke about some of our
happenings at Bloordale since the last AGM in
February:
· A number of new members and friends joining
Bloordale
· Sadly, the loss of a few members
· Christenings
· 3 weddings
· 3 great fundraising concerts
· Numerous fellowship opportunities ( includes
anniversary dinner, UCW dinners, Harbour
Cruise)
· Numerous community events ( including craft
nights, Pancake supper, Easter breakfast,
services and choir at Wesburn Manor)
· Wonderful, dedicated and energetic staff that
go all out for Bloordale
· A super choir
· Many volunteers who keep things going
Julia said that Bloordale continues to be a busy,
active place meeting our needs: our spiritual, our
social, our singing and our volunteering needs.
She asked that we give ourselves a hand.
Treasurer Norm Dundas briefly explained our
finances; to the end of October, we are somewhat
below budget in our givings and other revenues,
but our expenses are below budget ( primarily
utilities). Our aim is to break even by December
31, and it seems we will be a bit short. Norm
asked that we continue to be generous in our
givings to Bloordale.
John Pauksens updated us on the dome
renovation. Due to hurricane related weather,
the start of the repair was delayed by one week.
A crane was hired to move the steel cross atop the
dome, which was quite a show. The Terry Tan
children lined up to watch from the upstairs
elevator lobby, and former minister Stephen
Mabee, who happened to be in the neighborhood,
took in the sights. The dome renovation should
be completed by November 23rd.
Planned gift fund chair Bob Hitchcock told us that
the fund, to date , had received over $ 52,600 in
gifts ( specified and unspecified) and that another
$100,000 is being left to Bloordale in a number of
members’ wills.
John Pauksens updated us on the Chancel
renovation. It too, is proceeding as scheduled.
There was some precision woodworking involved
due to the curved front and back of the chancel
platform

We expect to be in the gym for a few more
Sundays, but all are invited to view the work in
progress.
Bob Hitchcock then told the congregation about a
project which was being looked at: the possible
severance and potential sale of Bloordale property
west of the church, by the creek. Bob had done
research and , had talked to the city as well as a
number of real estate agents. There were a number
of
questions ,
and some
concerns were
expressed. A number of meetings will be held in
the future, to give answers and other options re
possible property sales. Stay tuned for more info.
Thanks to all for staying at our meeting.
Julia Stavreff, Chair of Council
__________________________________

THE BLAZING FIDDLES
On Saturday evening, November 3rd, Bloordale
was literally hopping with an enthusiastic toetapping and applauding audience.
Fresh off another successful season at the Grand
River Dinner Cruises, the Blazing Fiddlers said
they enjoyed performing in the cozy cabaret-style
venue in our gym, which had been transformed by
Vanessa’s decorations and Kashi and Kevin’s
lighting effects.
With Adam Poot on the piano and spoons, Jeff
Taylor on the violin, bass player Chris Kettlewell
and a recent addition to the group, Ali Raney on
violin and vocals, we were treated to a great
repertoire. There were familiar and not so familiar
tunes; some that were easily recognizable were
Memory (A.L. Weber), Autumn Leaves, The Sound
of Music, traditional Scottish and Irish tunes, some
Gershwin selections and Fiddler on the Roof.
Some in the audience were heard to say that
they’d have liked a longer program and others
said they’d like to have the group back each year.
We are very happy to announce that we had 124
attendees, and the profit from the evening came
to $2,100, which will go towards some of
Bloordale’s financial needs. The proceeds included
$114 which the winner of the 50/50 draw kindly
handed back to us.
As well as Social and Fundraising Committee
members, Vanessa, Julia, Nancy, Evelyn and
Jackie Wakeford, we want to thank Brian, Kashi,
Kevin, John Pauksens, Sue Prentice, Anne Bhabha
and John Wakeford for their kind assistance
toward the success of the evening.
We on the Social & Fundraising Committee really
do have fun at our meetings and events and would
welcome any others who wish to join our little
group.
As always, we thank Bloordale families and friends
for their on-going support of our endeavours.
Pat Nelson
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Despite the exciting nature of the chancel
renovation, we’d be kidding ourselves if we didn’t
acknowledge that there was and remains some
anxiety about our spending money on a building
project that didn’t have to be done, that wasn’t
absolutely necessary.
We’re anxious because
we’ve got more grey hair than black or brown or
blonde in the seats on a Sunday morning, and
because attendance has been in something of a
decline for about a decade – until a last couple of
years at least, when we’ve known an upswing! and because costs keep rising and people power
seems to keep dwindling. There’s a mixture of
sadness and anxiety that drives much of our
conversations, an anxiety reflected in the signs of
the times, so well conveyed, again, in Mark 13
when Jesus speaks of false prophets who will
come and lead people astray, speaking of wars
and rumors of wars, of nation rising against
nation, of earthquakes and famines. Surely our
time has ample anxiety on these fronts, with
global warming and dire ecological warnings, with
economic cycles that run, it seems, only from
doom to gloom, with mass unemployment and
worldwide poverty. Some of us fear that the end
is near, that, as the song says, “it’s the end of the
world as we know it.” There’s even anxiety about
the approaching end of the Mayan calendar on
December 21st, some people attaching apocalyptic
significance to it, a significance that has captured
Hollywood’s interest in the last few years as well,
with movies such as The Book of Eli, War of the
Worlds, and 2012.
What does Jesus say to the disciples when they
point out the grandeur of the Temple? “Do you
see these great buildings? Not one stone will be
left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”
It’s not exactly a ringing endorsement for a
Property Committee Chair to quote at a meeting,
is it?! Kidding aside, Jesus goes on to say that
such tribulations are “but the beginning of the
birthpangs.” Birthpangs! Could he mean there’s
life after such decay and destruction, a new birth
to anticipate after the death of the old?! This is
exactly what we do each Advent, the first Sunday
hearing about the prophetic end of the world – but
of the world as it is, not of the world altogether!
Only when we are ready to let go of the world as it
is, with its wars and poverty and our endless selfdetermination at the expense of the many, will we
be ready to see these things as birthpangs, as
things that must die in order for God’s promised
new world to be given birth – even this Advent
among us!
According to Jesus, it seems buildings are useful,
and good, but any building, however important, is
only as useful and good as the current people who
use it and the programs that emanate within and
out from its walls.

Lots of church people are concerned with the
survival of their local church, and by that many
mean the building.
But it’s the mission and
ministry of the church, in the name of the One
who was centered in no Temple or institution and
who was quick to point out the pitfall of being in
awe of our buildings, that’s really important for us
as his followers. It’s not maintenance but mission
that’s central, a mission that has God’s people
willing to risk even death in order to usher in the
new life God has in store for the faithful.
There’s another kind of conventional wisdom
currently at play, however, that’s equally
undeserving of our attention.
Some say the
Church should be throwing its old stones away,
especially the big old buildings that are falling
apart and mostly empty anyway. After all, as we
just said, there are more important things, more
faithful things to worry about – and if the mission
and ministry within them is near dead, then I’d be
among the first to agree! But if the Spirit still
finds life among a people, and they pour time into
their vision and mission, interpreting current
challenges and changes as birthpangs of what is
yet to come, and that means maintaining, or in
our case even enhancing, our buildings, with love
and care and creativity, not to mention a little
sweat equity, maybe that’s an indication of
something else. Maybe it’s an indication to those
beyond, in the community roundabout, that
church folks have heard a voice deeper and more
abiding than self-preservation, a call beyond selfcontrol, a compulsion to share the news that the
work of the old stones, in grand National
Cathedral or in Bloordale, is far from done, and
that there’s an alternative future to be imagined
by a people who are still called to live as an
alternative to the status quo of whatever present
they happen to be living in. This is the good
news, and may each of us be among those who,
by faith, see such things as but the beginning of
the new life to come with God, this Advent and
beyond!
Blessings to one and all in Advent and at
Christmas!
Brian
__________________________________

MINISTRY & PERSONNEL
On behalf of our Congregation, the Ministry &
Personnel Committee wishes to thank our staff for
their gifts to us all.
We have a great staff who give so much more
than what is stated in their position description –
those before us and those behind the scene.
Connie Drummond
Chair, Ministry & Personnel Committee
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STEWARDSHIP SPOT
“Stewardship is everything I do after I say ‘I
believe’.”
Step By Step
A few weeks ago, on Remembrance Sunday
November 11th, we heard a story in worship from
the lips of Jesus about a widow’s offering (Mark
12: 41-44), and while I didn’t exactly preach a
stewardship sermon, many of us, I’m sure, had
their minds go to stewardship messages of the
past when they heard that scripture. It’s a story
about relative wealth, about how a rich person’s
large gift could still be a lot easier to offer than a
desperately poor person’s $5 – it all depends on
your perspective, and your relative economic
situation. I’ve had a few conversations over the
years with my daughters Lydia and Sarah about
the relative merit of Oprah or Bill Gates giving
millions away to charity versus someone of
severely modest means giving away thousands,
my point being that, when any gift is analyzed to
any degree through the lenses of a) percentage of
total income, and b) disposability after basic
needs are met, many smaller gifts by average
people compare quite well to those large gifts of
well known philanthropists. And this isn’t even to
mention the sheer obscenity of the wealth of what
the Occupy movement called the 1%, or the stillgrowing gap between the very rich and the rest!
Believe me, my daughters and I have had
conversations on those topics too!
It seems, though, that in Jesus’ eyes the best
person isn’t the one who has the most money or
possessions, or the most popularity or fame, or
the most responsible position in politics or
business. In the story of the widow’s offering, as
well as in many others, Jesus is trying to tell us
that the best person is the one who gives of
themselves sacrificially, who is a truly giving
person by being a servant of others. The best
understanding of stewardship, therefore, is the
one that nurtures the idea of giving as a good in
itself, not the one that emphasizes the meeting of
a budget, the fixing of a roof or the paying of our
staff – though we appreciate it!
Think of it this way: when we need money for a
special project, including the recent dome
replacement or the chancel renovation, or even
when we’re just trying to encourage giving to
meet our vision and mission goals in more general
terms, the emphasis shouldn’t be on trying to
ensure that each member gives the same amount,
because that would clearly be unfair. Stewardship
education shouldn’t ask for fixed amount increases
each year, either, such as a dollar or five dollars
more per week, because only each individual and
family can prayerfully discern what another step in
financial stewardship would be for them –

hopefully perhaps more but definitely no less than
prayerfully! Moving toward the biblical standard
of tithing, which is, depending on a variety of interpretations, giving away about 10% of your
household income, sounds scary to some in this
economically fragile age, but every one of us can
take another small step on the journey, from time
to time, toward nurturing the sustained commitment that tithing would take, by considering how
to move forward another percentage step in their
financial stewardship.
This process of spiritual discernment encourages
giving truly for God’s glory, and not only for either
ours or even the church’s gain, eliciting a deeper
sacred connection, it’s hoped, between God and
every person in both pew and pulpit. The consistent challenge before all of us is to consider our
opportunity to grow in giving as an opportunity to
grow, first, in the depths of our spirits, in gratitude and devotion to the God who has given us
everything of any importance, including life, love,
family, friends, and faith – none of which are possessions, by the way! When we look upon such a
challenge as such a glorious opportunity, we begin
to understand ourselves as called to become, step
by step, more faithful stewards of the gifts God
has given us.
This Advent and Christmas, try to discern what
steps God may be calling you to take to become
more giving, of yourself and your time, your talents, as well as your treasures, and try, while doing so, not to spend time comparing yourself with
or competing with others, but simply connecting
to God’s call for you. May God, and God alone,
receive the glory of your growth in giving!
Brian
__________________________________

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Mark your calendars, folks! December 16th is our
annual Christmas Pageant and this year we will be
presenting "A Charlie Brown Christmas". The
children and youth are already hard at work and it
promises to be a magical presentation with a
timeless message. This year we will be taking full
advantage of our newly renovated sanctuary and
perfoming uptairs, during our Sunday Service with
a luncheon to follow downstairs.
We are very excited and look forward, as always,
to your wonderful support.
Lisa, Hanna and the Cast
__________________________________
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Come with us to a

Free Chamber Music Concert
at the
Four Seasons Centre
for the Performing Arts

“Meditations

on East and
West”

OBJECT LESSON
A pastor went to see a man who didn't attend
church very faithfully. The man was sitting before
a fire, watching the warm glow of the coals. It was
a cold winter day, but the coals were red hot, and
the fire was warm. The pastor pleaded with the
man to be more faithful in meeting with the people of God, but the man didn't seem to be getting
the message.
So the pastor took the tongs beside the fireplace,
pulled open the screen, and reached in and began
to separate all the coals. When none of the coals
was touching the others, he stood and watched in
silence. In a matter of moments, they were all
cold ....
The man got the message.
__________________________________

MITTEN TREE
Works by Takemitsu, Ravel, and Stravinsky
presented by
Artists of the Glenn Gould School,
under the direction of Barry Shiffman

It may seem early but we would like to remind you
knitters or shoppers that the Advent tree will be up
on December 2nd waiting for you to decorate it with
mitts, gloves, scarves, new socks for teenage boys
and girls, new clothing items and toys. So get busy!!

Tuesday Jan 22, 2013, 12:00 - 1:00 pm
145 Queen Street West
(at University Avenue)

The items we collect will be taken to the shelters
about the 15th of December to be there before
Christmas. We will also be looking for toiletry items,
items for the Outreach basket for Ernestine’s and
Women's Habitat and YWS - all toiletry items
(toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, deodorants,
shampoo, combs, brushes etc).

There is reserved seating for our group.
Join us for lunch downtown after the performance

A Bloordale and Friends Event
Carpooling Available, or take the TTC
For further information and sign-up contact
Julia 416-622-6309 (h) / 416-621-8050 (w)

Don’t forget all those things you bring back from
trips and never use!. Just think of the items you use
– they can use them also.
Food items are also welcome and are taken to St
James’ Food Basket on a regular basis on
Wednesdays.

__________________________________

PANCAKE SUPPER - CO-ORDINATOR WANTED

__________________________________

Pancake Supper returns to Bloordale on Shrove
Tuesday, February 12th, 2013.

YAK WITH MERVIN … AND BRIAN

We are looking for a co-ordinator to assemble our
group of volunteers.

Always a lively, open and safe conversation, join
Mervin (and Brian) in Room 15 periodically after
worship for a fresh take on a wide-range of topics.

To apply for this rewarding position, call Julia at
416-622-6309

The next Yak is on Sunday December 2nd (keep your
eye on the bulletin for the topic).

__________________________________
__________________________________

The ultimate measure of a man is not where he
stands in moments of comfort and convenience
but where he stands at times of challenge and
controversy
Martin Luther King

The strength or weakness of our conviction
depends more on our courage than on our
intelligence.
Marquis de Vauenargues (1715-47)
French writer
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Hats off to. . . .
BLOORDALE FAMILY & FRIENDS

Someone close to The Blazing
Fiddles, has pointed out that our
recent booking of this group,
though for a fundraiser for
Bloordale, also helped these young performers.
All of them are full time musicians, and finding
venues in which to perform is not always easy.
This person felt that Bloordale should be
commended for its support of the arts, and
particularly of groups such as The Blazing
Fiddles.
So, we salute all Bloordale members and
friends who have been so supportive of our
social & fundraising events of the past several
years.
With our thanks!
The Social & Fundraising Committee
Bloordale United Church
__________________________________

CRAFT NIGHTS RETURNING TO BLOORDALE
Bloordale’s popular Craft Night for Kids is
returning Friday evenings, from February 8th
2013 to March 1st, 2013 ( 4 weeks), 6:30 pm
to 8:00 pm.
If you would like to volunteer for any evenings,
talk to Julia at 416-622-6309. Come up with
your own craft ideas, or we will provide one
for you.
Perfect for high school volunteer
credits.
__________________________________

SILENT AUCTION RETURNING TO BLOORDALE
In conjunction with ESPRIT CHAMBER CHOIR
concert on March 9th, 2013, we will again be
holding a silent auction. Please think about
what you would like to contribute. Some suggestions include:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Theatre tickets
Sports tickets
Original artwork
Baking
Babysitting
Cottage rentals
Gift certificates
Rides to the airport

Proceeds from the silent auction will go towards Bloordale programmes.
For further information , please talk to Vanessa
Ramsahai or any other member of the social
and fundraising committee.

BLOORDALE GOES TO THE BALLET
On Friday, November 16th, 18 Bloordale family and
friends went to see the National Ballet of Canada’s
smash hit Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.
Some of us sat in the orchestra level and some of
us sat in the very front row of the upper balcony.
The ballet had all the parts from Lewis Carroll’s
book: the Cheshire cat; the Mad Hatter’s Tea
Party (with a tap dancing Mad Hatter ); a sleepy
Dormouse, who kept trying to enter a teapot; the
caterpillar with exotic Arabian Nights moves; the
executioner and the cook, both with cleavers
ready to chop off heads.
The Queen of Hearts, dressed in a red tutu dress,
red tights, red ballet slippers, red hair and red
lips, was most entertaining, whether she was
dancing or gesturing ‘ off with their heads’. The
White Rabbit did his best to protect Alice , popping
up here, there and everywhere. The Knave of
Hearts, who stole the tarts, also stole Alice’s
heart.
Our evening’s Alice was
Sonia
Rodriguez, a
superb and very charismatic performer. We were
very happy that she was Alice on our day.
Many of us car pooled and parked right under the
centre, and some took the TTC: the Osgoode
subway station takes you directly into the
entranceway of The Four Seasons Centre For The
Performing Arts.
The Toronto newspaper reviews rated this
performance a 4 star out of 4, and we all agreed.
Thanks to all for coming and thanks to the drivers.
__________________________________

UPDATE FROM THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Here is a list of our confirmed future social
outings. Tickets are available at cost.
·

Tuesday, January 22, 2013, 12 to 1 pm – Free
lunch time concert at The Four Seasons Centre
for the Performing Arts ( see ad in this issue of
Bloorbeat)

·

Saturday, Feb 23 ,2013, 7:30pm-Mississauga
Choral Society at the Living Arts Centre,
Mississauga

·

Tuesday, April 2nd, 2013, 7 pm – Toronto Blue
Jays home opener, vs Cleveland Indians

·

Saturday, May 11, 2013, 3:30 pm –TSO for
Kids, Emily Saves the Orchestra at Roy
Thomson Hall; especially for kids 5 to 12 years
old

Please check your calendars and talk to Julia
Stavreff for information and/ or tickets: 416-6226309(h) or 416-621-8050(w)
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Congregational Christmas Pot Luck
Supper
Tuesday December 4th
6:30 p.m.
U.C.W. hosts a Congregational Christmas Pot
Luck Supper in the gym. We are hoping
everyone will come for food, fellowship and
entertainment.
Please bring your favourite dish to share.

Entertainment
The Cruisin’ Acappella Quartet
Performing treasured standards and Pop
hits in their unique dynamic style
__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR MINISTER OF PASTORAL
CARE
Dear Friends,
I write to say that I have asked for, and been
granted, a Leave of Absence, beginning January
1st to June 31st 2013, to attend to some personal
matters.
It is hard to believe I have been serving
Bloordale in this capacity for just under five and a
half years! In response to the question, “Will you
be returning?”, the answer is a resounding “Yes!”
and more rested. This past summer and fall have
been very busy both at the church and in my role
as Legion Chaplain and I am looking forward to
some re-creation.
From time to time I may
worship with you, although it will be an
opportunity to experience worship at other
churches.
I am delighted that Linda Pennock, a member
of our choir, when she is not filling vacancies for
Presbytery, has been appointed to carry on in my
absence. Both she and her husband Neil are
ministers and have been coming to Bloordale the
last few years. You are in caring hands with
Linda! The Pastoral Care Committee, Brian, Linda
and I, have been working together to effect a
smooth transition. Thank you for this time away.
May the New Year bless you in many ways, but
especially with good health.
Nelsona Dundas
__________________________________

it. We were delighted to have folks from St. James
and Kingsway-Lambton United Churches among
us as well as three men. Though Lynn knew only
one person in the group (from Bloordale), she
considered us a very congenial bunch. Nelsona
provided refreshments (and recipes!).
Soon, we will be beginning another journey… to
Bethlehem. As the Wise Ones brought their gifts
of gold and frankincense and myrrh, so, too, will
we. For as we learned, “God has gifted all of us
and not just at Christmas”!
Nelsona Dundas
__________________________________

POP TAB UP-DATE
Since the Spring when we started collecting pop
can tabs, we have turned over to the Royal
Canadian Legion over 10 lbs. of tabs! At 1,000 per
pound, that's 10,000 tabs! (Besides pop cans, pull
tabs come on cans of pet food and fish.)
The tabs are collected toward the purchase of
wheelchairs with priority given to Veterans
followed by the general public and the Third
World.
With the holidays approaching and increased
entertaining, let's see how many we can collect!
Bloordale is also saving stamps and eyeglasses
and you will find the designated collection boxes
on the tables near the front door.
Nelsona Dundas
__________________________________

GIFTS SEMINAR UPDATE
For the 14 who signed up to “Discover God’s
Vision” for their lives through their Spiritual Gifts,
the journey is three-quarters of the way along.
One session remains.
By the end of our second evening, one was able to
say they were beginning to see the light! Having
given the course many times, Lynn Morrison has
capably calmed our fears, guided us along paths
of discovery never before tread (which we doubted
led anywhere!) and assured us that each of us
does have gifts, even if we thought we didn’t …
as another found out to their complete surprise!
(Talk about Christmas morning!)
One had a
hunch they knew what their main gift was and had
it confirmed while yet another, who knew what
their gifts were, witnessed a change as different
circumstances brought other gifts to the fore.
As we participated in the exercises with one
another, we came to appreciate how our gifts
have been reflected in what we have been doing
all along! Only now, we are able to name them,
know that they are what God wants us to share
with others and be more intentional about doing

WHEN & WHERE
PETRUCCI PRINTS MUSIC WITH MOVABLE TYPE
1501

Soon after the invention of the printing press in
1453, simple musical compo-sitions began to be
printed. Ottaviano dei Petrucci of Venice was the
first to publish more complex compositions with
movable metal type. Petrucci (1466-1539) used a
three-step process to print music. First the words
were printed, then the staves, and finally the
notes. Petrucci's work made musical compositions
more accessible, enabling church music to
progress from sim-ple tunes and Gregorian chants
to the more complex works of Haydn and Bach.
__________________________________
What it lies in our power to do, it lies in our power
not to do.
Aristotle
Greek philosopher (384-322 BC)
__________________________________
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FIRST LUNCH BUNCH OUTING
th

On Sunday, November 11 , after the church
service and coffee time, 17 Bloordale folks went to
the first ‘Lunch Bunch’ lunch. This was at the
Canadiana Restaurant in Six Points Plaza. Most of
us had given advance notice that we would be
attending, as an idea of numbers beforehand is
helpful for the restaurant. A few came at the last
minute, and that was OK too.
We sat at two adjacent tables at the back of the
restaurant: 9 at one table, 8 at the other. Some
of us had breakfast, some had lunch and some
had dinner, but all of us had a grand time eating
and chatting.

Mark Your Calendars
Saturday, March 9th, 2013
7:30 pm
At Bloordale United Church
The Social and Fundraising Committee present:

ESPRIT CHAMBER CHOIR
In Concert at Bloordale
Enjoy the beautiful sounds of this award winning
choir conducted by Mervin Fick
__________________________________

Thanks to Gord Moore for organizing this event,
and thanks also to the drivers.
__________________________________

BLOORBEAT ADVERTISING
Would you like to advertise your business in
Bloorbeat? Prices per issue of Bloorbeat are :
Business card size
¼ page size
½ page size

$ 20
$ 40
$ 70

To advertise, please call John Pauksens, 416-6226309 or email pauksenj@rogers.com
__________________________________

FromBloorbeat
__________________________________

BLOORBEAT PUBLICATION SCHEDULE
Following is the publication schedule and the deadlines for submissions for upcoming issues through
May 2013.
Publication
Date

Submission
Deadline
2013

January 13
March 24
May 19

January 5
March 16
May 11

__________________________________
Bloorbeat is published 6 times a year by
the Communications Committee of
Bloordale United Church
4258 Bloor St. W.
Etobicoke ON M9C 1Z7
(416) 621-1710
Email: bloordale@bellnet.ca
Website: www.bloordale.ca
Committee Chair
Editor
Distribution Coordinators

John Pauksens
Norman Dundas
Joan Hollowell
Shirley Scott

