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Ministerôs Message 
What Gift Can We Bring? 

 
 

Friends, if spring is the season for thinking of romance, and midwinter chills us with 
thoughts of taxes, then it is surely true that this is the time of year when almost 
everyoneôs thoughts turn to the giving of gifts.  I am rather certain that you who read 
this are also included in that thinking and planning process that revolves around the 
subject of gifts. 

At our house, and likely at yours, the excitement builds from mid-November on in 
consideration of our gift giving and receiving at Christmas.  But that doesnôt mean 
there will be a large quantity of gifts shared!  It just means that weôre thinking about 
what to give, and who will be on the receiving end of our giving.  My various family 
configurations over the years have always thought that itôs not particularly important 
to give something to everyone we know.  We send cards and make calls instead, but 
restrict gift-giving to a fairly small number of people. 

Young children are at the top of the list, of course, or grandchildren if you have them, 
since they are still at the stage where receiving is more important than giving.  And 
because of that, itôs a true joy to make them smile with a gift.  They appreciate a gift, 
and are sometimes awestruck by the wrapping paper as well as what lies behind its 
folds. 

Our grown children and their partners or spouses are always considered for the gift-
receiving process.  But they have come to the place of understanding the gifts of 
relationship along with the receipt of tangible things.  Giving to them creates a 
heartfelt glow, and is a continuing special experience. 

Of course itôs an ongoing marvel to give a gift to a spouse, as perhaps after years of 
loving each other, if youôre blessed, youôve arrived at the point of placing a greater 
value on what exists between the two of you than on the tokens we may share with 
each other, at whatever level our circumstances allow. 

Now letôs shift our thinking beyond the question of who to the question of what for a 
moment.  In addition to our family, of course, is the question of friends and gift 
giving, but no matter to whom one may be giving a gift, perhaps the single most 
important aspect of gift giving lies in the appropriateness of the gift.  After all, some 
things that pass for gifts just are not appropriate.  

 

Continued on page 4 
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WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE WEEKS AHEAD     

 
Nov. 20 Reign of Christ / COMMUNION 
 27 Advent 1 
   
Dec.   4 Advent 2 
 11 Advent 3 / Pageant 
 18 Advent 4 / Special Choir Service of Lessons, Carols, and Anthems 
 20 Blue Christmas Service / Tri-church service  at Bloordale / 7:00 pm 
 24 Christmas Eve / COMMUNION / 4:00 pm  
 25 Christmas / Joint Service at ST. JAMES  
 
Jan.   1 New Yearôs Day / Joint with St. James at Bloordale  
   8 Baptism of Jesus / BAPTISM? 
 15 Epiphany 2 
 
           All Services  at 10:30 a.m. except as shown 

Bloordale United Church 
4258 Bloor Street West 

Etobicoke, ON  M9C 1Z7 

(416) 621-1710 
www.bloordale.ca 
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Stewardship Spot 
ñStewardship is everything I do after I say óI 
believeô.ò 
 

The Stewardship of Tradition in a Time 
of Change 

Everywhere you go today, it seems, including 
in our multi-generational families, if you 
mention the word ñtradition,ò you are likely 
to start an argument.  On the one hand, 
there are those, perhaps mostly the younger 
ones among us, who are primarily oriented 
toward the future and who can see no reason 
to align in any way with tradition.  On the 
other hand, there are those, perhaps mostly 
the senior ones among us, who remember 
with fondness the virtues of the past and 
defend tradition with zeal because of those 
memories.  It seems that sometimes all each 
camp can do is talk past the other, and 
divisions occur because each feels theyôre not 
being heard. 

But both camps actually have one thing in 
common: they both believe that tradition and 
change have nothing to do with one another, 
and both, in my estimation, are wrong!  They 
are wrong because both are often confusing 
ñtraditionò with ñtraditionalism,ò a helpful 
distinction I learned first from historian and 
theologian Jaroslav Pelikan, who once wrote: 
ñTradition is the living faith of the dead; 
traditionalism is the dead faith of the living.  
Tradition lives in conversation with the past, 
while remembering where we are and when 
we are and that it is we who have to decide.  
Traditionalism supposes that nothing should 
ever be done for the first time, so all that is 
needed to solve any problem is to arrive at 
the supposedly unanimous testimony of this 
homogenized tradition.ò. 

Given this distinction, it seems to me that 
traditionalism is incompatible with change, 
but tradition and change are fully compatible.  
Consider our own lives: We live in the 
present, but only as persons to a large 
degree shaped by our past.  We reshape 
ourselves in light of the life we are called and 
trying to lead today and tomorrow, but we do 
so carrying with us our lived past up to and 
including our yesterdays. 

The same is true, of course, for a local church 
such as ours.  By faith we affirm that God has 
acted in our past, and that there is much of 
value to cherish and to continue to nurture in 
the future that arises from our tradition.  But 
if we were to make the mistake of simply 
trying to reproduce our past, the programs 
and priorities and policies weôve known and  

 

held dear, without doing any deep 
discernment about where God may be pulling 
us forward or to what innovative steps or 
ministries or directions we collectively feel 
called to in our contemporary context, we 
would be guilty of traditionalism, and would 
actually have made the mistake of 
dishonouring our tradition, turning the living 
faith of the dead into the dead faith of the 
living. 

Clearly we are called to be bearers, carriers 
and stewards of our tradition, to incorporate 
the best aspects and practices of our past as 
we move forward ï and yes, Iôm clearly 
thinking of the Phoenix project when I say 
this!  This would include continuing to 
embrace the open and inclusive ethos of the 
United Church, for instance, while 
emphasizing a healthy and robust ecumenical 
spirit.  It would include combining what 
Emmanuel College professor Bill Kervin has 
helpfully summarized as our two leading 
worship values of ñorder and liberty,ò as well 
as continuing to embody a tradition that 
pursues with passion equality and social 
justice of all types.  Surely it would also 
include the upholding of the pursuit of faith, 
beauty and deep meaning in common 
reflection, music and Christian formation.  
Perhaps there are other important traditions 
of mission and ministry to consider as we 
discuss amalgamation with St. James, and I 
urge you to speak and share your views 
about whatôs important to you as we have 
opportunity this fall and winter.  But I close 
by simply reasserting that tradition and 
change, rather than being incompatible 
opposites, are actually spiritual partners, and 
that a healthy stewardship of tradition 
actually leads to change, as we match deeply 
discerned truth to our current conditions and 
context.  Letôs embrace tradition but avoid 
traditionalism as we move forward by faith, 
no matter what or where! 

Brian 

Pre-Authorized Remittance 
(PAR) 

One of the ways that people who care about 
Bloordale act to secure its future is through 
the PAR program.  Brochures that outline 
how to do this are available in the display 
case near the office, or speak to Brian, Norm 
Dundas or Jack Lovatt if youôd like more 
information.  PAR does offer the church your 
consistent support, and helps with budget 
planning. 
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Ministerôs Message contôd from p.1 
 
Linking appropriateness with a gift allows the 
gift to represent its giver.  A greeting card 
publisher says that sending one of their 
products shows that you cared enough to 
send the very best.  An appropriate 
expression of the thoughtfulness and 
heartfelt feeling of the giver is of more value 
to the receiver than one that seems to 
indicate a lack of awareness of their likes and 
dislikes, or appears neutral at best.  And 
clearly appropriateness varies with the 
receiver as well, since oneôs spouse and oneôs 
friend are two different forms of relationship, 
with one carrying more weight than the 
other. 

I come at last to wondering about the gifts 
that you and I might consider offering to God 
and the church in this giving season.  I once 
read an account of someone asking a child if 
she had received everything she wanted for 
Christmas.  ñNo,ò she replied, ñbut then, it 
wasnôt my birthday.ò  I offer the following in 
that same spirit. 

If one does a search in a biblical concordance 
for references to the word ñgive,ò the list is 
rather long.  Godôs Son Jesus has given his 
life ñas a ransom for many.ò  We are to ask 
for the gift of our daily bread.  The gifts of 
the magi are widely known and celebrated.  
We have been entrusted with abilities, 
otherwise called spiritual gifts.  The Holy 
Spirit is given to us as a gift.  The list goes on 
and on, and reading it is a litany of 
generosity. 

That we thought to reciprocate in a tangible 
and significant way is a major component of 
what this giving season is all about.  But what 
gift is appropriate on the occasion of this 
special birthday celebration of the Lord of 
life?  What might I give that would be a 
worthy gift, representing who I am, how 
grateful I am to God, how much I love God, 
the church, others who are helped through 
the church?  And Iôm not just talking about 
money, but about skills, time, prayers, 
contributions to our Giving Tree collection for 
local charities, etc.  And donôt forget that 
most personal of gifts, offered in some way in 
all appropriate gifts we offer others and 
described, in relation to God, so well by 
Christina Rossetti in her hymn ñIn the Bleak 
Midwinterò: 

ñWhat can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him ï give my heart.ò 

 
Perhaps this column will spur you on to think 
about updating your giving inventory this 
year in a way you havenôt considered for 
some time.  After all, an ever fresh 
consideration of our grateful giving, in 
response to all with which God has gifted us, 
especially the inexhaustibly beautiful story of 
the birth of the Babe of Bethlehem, is surely 
the privilege and pleasure of a Christian at 
this Advent ï Christmas time of year. 
 
The blessings of this wondrous season of 
giving be yours! 
 
Brian 

Scouting Achievements 

On Saturday, October 29 Adrian and Yvonne 

Mulholland da Cruz received their Queenôs 

Venturer Award from Lieutenant Governor 

Elizabeth Dowdeswell at a ceremony that 

took place at Queenôs Park. This award 

recognizes participation in Scouting with 

requirements in First Aid, World 

Conservation, Volunteer Service, Leadership 

both within Scouting and beyond Scouts, and 

a demonstrated commitment to religious 

values. Matthew Barrett also participated in 

the ceremony as the 401st Venturer Advisor. 

In the photos, Adrian and Yvonne wear 

different scarves (ñneckersò) which identify 

their respective groups ï the 401st Toronto 

for Yvonne (sponsored by Bloordale United 

Church), and the 14th Willowdale for Adrian 

(sponsored by Cummer Avenue United 

Church). 
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C  N   
2017 

Bloordaleôs popular Craft Night for Kids is 
returning Friday evenings, February 3rd to 
February 24th, 2017, (4 weeks), 6:30 pm to 

8:00 pm. 

 

If you would like to volunteer for any  
evening(s), talk to Julia at 416-622-6309.  
Come up with your own craft ideas, or we 

will provide one for you. 

 

Perfect for high school volunteer credits! 

Congregational Christmas 
Potluck 

Tuesday December 6th at 6:30 p.m. 

Our Christmas Potluck is being hosted by 
Congregational Life but needs lots of help: 
for set up, serving, and cleanup.  Please sign 
the óHelpô sheet outside Room 15 so that 
Bloordale can continue itsô potlucks.  Bring 
food to share: casseroles, salads, desserts, 
fruit or something else!  These potlucks are 
a wonderful time to enjoy food and 
fellowship.  Everyone is welcome! 

Christmas Cr¯ches 

Bloordale will be having cr¯che display again 
this Christmas and we would love to see your 
collection! 

We are looking for cr¯ches to fill two different 
roles this year. 

1: We would like four different individuals or 
Families to bring their cr¯che in for display at 
the front of the church. One for each advent 
Sunday.  

2: Social Cr¯che Display ï During coffee hour 
on December 18th we invite anyone to bring 
in their cr¯che to display in the gymnasium. 

For each role we would like a card to be 
written providing the name of the owner of 
the cr¯che as well as the cr¯cheôs origin 
(place of purchase, unique story or special 
significance) 

Please email Ali at 
alice_litherland@hotmail.com   to    request a 
Sunday of Advent to display your cr¯che or to 
provide information about your cr¯che for the 
social display. 

Please include an approximate size of your 
display in your email to make sure we set up 
enough table space.  

Ali Litherland 

Christmas Pageant 

Please mark your calendars for this year's 
Christmas Pageant, entitled "The Last Straw", 
to be held during our Intergenerational 
Service on December 11th. Come and be 
enchanted once again by our children 
delivering yet another poignant performance 
with a timeless Christmas message. Join us 
after the service for lunch and fellowship. See 
you all there and thank you for supporting 
the children and all their hard work! 

Lisa 

Blue Christmas Service 

Tuesday December 20 at 7:00 pm 

The Christmas season is for some folks a time 
of sadness and loss. This service is meant for 
them. It is a tri-church service (Bloordale, 
St.James, Richview)  which is being held this 
year at Bloordale United Church. 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Thank you for Pitching In! 
 

During the summer months we were 
fortunate to have some volunteers to help 
care for the flower beds. Thank you Mervin, 
Joan, Pat N. and Alun M! 
 

Grace Everett 

for the Property Committee 

mailto:alice_litherland@hotmail.com
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Esprit Chamber Choir - "Back 
from Europe" - concert at St 
Clement  

On Sunday, October 30th, the Esprit Cham-
ber Choir sang a concert to celebrate their 
return from a successful European tour 
three months earlier, and to raise funds for 
two worthy causes: the St. James United 
Church Food Basket, and the MCS Chorus 
Choral Scholar fund.  

We had learned so much about singing in 8 
days of traveling and performing together in 
the magnificent acoustics of centuries-old 
cathedrals. At one of our first post-trip re-
hearsals in September, one chorister drily 
remarked, "we seem to be missing that oth-
er 31-voice choir that seemed to echo every 
note we sang with angelic clarity!" He was 
referring to the reverberation of our voices 
in the vaulted ceilings of those cathedrals. 
Even the rooms with the best acoustics at 
Bloordale - rooms 24/25 or the gym -  don't 
even come close to the 9-13 seconds of re-
verberation we experienced there. We per-
severed, though. After all, those of us who 
traveled to Europe had a responsibility to 
teach the few who were not able to travel 
with us what we learned: the absolute im-
portance of the correct articulation in the 
Palestrina: put a silence in the dot or the 
tied 8th note, Make the note that follows a 
staccato and then slur - heavy-light - the 
pairs of eighth or quarter notes that follow. 
Since every voice part is doing this at a dif-
ferent time, the result is musical clarity, and 
we (and the audience) can begin to hear 
what Palestrina intended. This is when it be-
comes so exciting to sing and to listen to a 
Palestrina work such as Missa Brevis. We 
worked hard as passages were repeated 
over and over ï first to please Mervin, then 
because we had become fixated on making 
the music come alive. Tuning was explored 
intensely: exactly how far apart is a minor 
second up, a perfect fourth down or a major 
7th in either direction? 

The "dress" rehearsal arrived - and it was 
frustrating. Pieces we thought we knew well 
fell apart, tuning was far from stellar. There 
is, however, an old adage that a bad dress 
rehearsal presages a terrific performance, 
and when we met on the platform at St. 
Clement Roman Catholic Church on Sunday 
evening for our pre-concert warm up and 
sound check, we did sound glorious. Maybe 
there was magic in our ñEsprit blueò gowns 
and the men's tuxes, or maybe we all just 
put all our energy into the performance, but  

we came together and became as one ï 
maybe not in voice, but in musical thought. 
Our audience responded, and we, together 
with our beloved Maestro, Mervin, gave a 
performance that was at once from the heart 
and polished artistry. Was it flawless? 
Probably not, but it came as close to that 
elusive goal of perfection as any performance 
most of us have ever experienced. 

Standing there on the platform - a fellow 
soprano to my left, a stalwart bass to my 
right, a pair of accomplished altos in front of 
me - I lost myself in the music, in the 
movements of Mervin's hands and in the 
waves of sound that surrounded and 
enveloped us. Nothing mattered except the 
moment - each moment stretching to fill 
eternity even as it fragmented into particles 
too small to measure. It is an indescribable 
feeling to be a part of such an event: time 
stands still, or rather, we are so deeply 
immersed in each moment that the one 
before and the one after donôt ï canôt! ï 
exist. It is truly ñbeing presentò in a way that 
few of us experience in todayôs world.  

On a practical note: our audience of nearly 
140 thoroughly enjoyed the evening ï the 
generous applause, and the comments, 
unanimously positive, praising our ñgorgeous 
soundò and our commitment to the art we 
presented were testament to their 
enjoyment. And they helped us raise enough 
money to make generous donations to both 
the St. James Food Basket and the MCS 
Choral Scholar Fund. Thank you to the 
Bloordale community who so generously 
support Mervin and the Esprit Chamber Choir!  
 

Verena von Stritzky 

__________________________________ 

Yak with Brian 

On the  Theology of the United Church 

Dec 4th after the Worship Service. 
 

The topic of this ñYakò will be the theology of 
the United Church and its members, under 
the title, ñHow Big Is The United Church 
Theological Tent?ò   

This will  make reference to the recent United 
Church Observer article and the controversy 
about our discipline and review of the 
theology of the Reverend Gretta Vosper, as 
well as our own views about what our 
boundaries of belief are.   
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Save the Dates! 
 

Sunday, December 18, 10:30 am 

4th Sunday of Advent worship service: 

Choir Service of 
Lessons, Carols and Anthems 
 

Tuesday, December 20, 7:00 pm 

Blue Christmas Service 

Joint tri-church service held this year at 
Bloordale 
 

Sunday December 24, 4:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Worship Service 

Join us for our candlelight family Christmas 
Eve Service 
 

Friday February 17, 2017  

Bloordale Participation in óOut of the Coldô 
 

Tuesday February 28, 2017 

Pancake Supper at Bloordale United Church 

Gifts with Vision: A Gift-Giving 
Catalogue from the UCC 

This catalogue, perfect for alternative 
Christmas gifts, was developed in response to 
requests from United Church people to be 
able to target gifts for United 
Church partners, and represent a 
special opportunity to offer in-
kind gifts to loved ones at 
Christmas or for other special 
occasions, over and above our 
congregationôs Mission and Service Fund 
givings and the stable partner funding that it 
provides.   

We have a number of these catalogues in 
printed form at the Church ,  so please take 
one, pass it around to family and friends, and 
consider what you might give in the name of 
your gift recipient(s) to support a need in 
Canada or around the world.  

You can find additional information on the  
ñGifts with Visionò Website  https://
www.giftswithvision.ca/projects 

Or talk to Brian if you want to know more. He 
has been  been offering these alternative gifts 
for years! 

United Church Observer 
Subscription Renewals 

The United Church Observer is an award-
winning monthly magazine that is run 
independently from the United 
Church structure, focusing on 
faith and ethics in our post-
modern world.   

Each year we ask for people to 
renew their subscriptions, for 
$25, by using the special 
envelope included in their box.  
Please note that this subscription requires 
that your donation of $25 be received in the 
office by the deadline, which is November 
30th. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

The Pastoral Care Committee 
Presents: 

Seminar on Preventing 
Falls,   

with Toronto Public Health. 

Thursday March 23rd, 2017, from 1:00 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Bloordale United 
Church 

Help WantedðProperty 

Our dedicated and hard-working Property 
Committee desperately needs help. Because 
of Committee membersô ages, infirmities and 
personal and work commitments, the 
Committee can only handle the most urgent 
of the items on their TO DO LIST. 

It goes without saying that the Committee 
would always welcome additions to their 
ranks. 

Failing that it is hoped that other members of 
the congregation - not on Property 
Committee - will come forward to take on one 
project, e.g. arranging for and overseeing an 
outside contractor doing a particular task. 
This would be a tremendous help. 

Please think about making a short term 
commitment. 

Several people have already volunteered for 
particular tasks, such as opening and closing 
the church on Sundays, maintaining the 
flower beds, and getting electrical estimates 
for Room 24/25 air conditioner installation. 
But additional help is needed. 

For more information and to volunteer, please 
contact Shirley Scott. 

__________________________________ 

https://www.giftswithvision.ca/projects
https://www.giftswithvision.ca/projects
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The Lunch Bunch Beat 

The lunch bunch has been around for a 
number of years, and has every  intention of 
continuing.  The brainchild of Gord Moore, the 
lunch bunch arranges for group lunches after 
the church service and coffee time.  Generally 
we try to have outings every 6 to 8 weeks; 
restaurants are nearby, and are able to 
accommodate groups of 10 to 20 people at 
peak Sunday brunch time.  Not everyoneôs 
favourite spot can accommodate us, but do 
give us suggestions, and we will try to 
accommodate. 

When we go, we sit together at tables of 4 or 
6, and order from the menu (breakfast, lunch 
or even dinner) and pay individually.  
Everyone is welcome, and we will save you a 
spot if you are on ócoffee dutyô and will be a 
bit late. 

Our last lunch bunch was on October 16th at 
The Bounty Restaurant on Dundas Street, just 
west of Highway 427.  Twelve people came, 
and 6 of us had pancakes or waffles.  It 
seems to be easier to order these in a 
restaurant than to make from scratch at 
home.  The other 6 of us had omelettes, egg 
breakfasts and sandwiches. 

Our next lunch bunch is November 27th, at 
the popular Canadiana Restaurant at Six 
Points Plaza (Dundas Street West and 
Kipling).  Please tell us if you are coming so 
that our reserve seating is not way off.  Last 
minute eaters are also welcome; just tell us 
that you are coming, during coffee time.  To 
sign up, or for information, talk to Gord Moore 
(647-660-1359) or to me, Julia (416-622-
6309).  Carpooling is provided, and a good 
time is had by all. 

Julia Stavreff 

Upcoming Choral Concerts 
 Artistic Director Mervin William Fick 

MCS Chorus Presents A Time of Light 
Saturday November 26th at 7:30 p.m. 
St. Andrewôs Memorial Presbyterian Church 
24 Stavebank Road 
Mississauga, Ontario 
Tickets - $20/$10 
(in support of the Compass organization, 
$5.00 of every ticket will be donated 
to the Compass food bank.  Non-perishable 
food items will be gratefully accepted at this 
concert) 

PCS Singers/Brampton presents 
Keeping Christmas 
Sunday November 27th at 7:30 p.m. 
The Rose Theatre 
1 Theatre Lane, 
Brampton, Ontario 
Tickets - $25/$10 

Toronto Beach Choral presents 
 John Rutterôs Gloria 
Sunday December 4th at 7:30 p.m. 
Kingston Road United Church 
975 Kingston Road 
Toronto, Ontario 
Tickets - $20/$10 

Bўѕѕюѝђї ъїэ Mўќђь 
Dюэђьъѝђјїќ 

Weekly Sunday bulletins can be dedicated, 
with a note about why, by any member for 
$15.  This both helps defray our paper and 
printing costs and provides opportunity for 
special remembrances to be observed. 

Music can also be dedicated in someoneôs 
memory, or in honour of someoneôs faithful 
living.  A new anthem can be purchased for 
$75, so please speak to Sharron or Mervin 
about your wish to support the music 
program in this way. 

 U.C.W. News 

The first meeting was held on October 25th; 
the next meeting is for Tuesday November 
22nd and all ladies of the congregation and 
the community are welcome. 

The Holly Tea and Cookie Sale returns on 
Saturday December 3rd, from 1:00 to 3:30 
p.m.  Much help is needed; baking cookies 
and serving guests.  Please volunteer!  UCW 
canôt do this fundraiser without help.   

On Monday December 12th UCW will host the 
Seniorôs lunch. 

Julia Stavreff,  
with notes from Joan Hollowell 

In Memorium 

Helen Armstrong, 

Passed away peacefully at Etobicoke 
General Hospital in her 85th year on 

November 1, 2016.  
 

We extend our condolences to her son Allan, 
and to the Armstrong Family  
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United Church ï Hindu 
Relations Today  

Study Sessions on Honouring the Divine 
in Each Other 

For three consecutive Monday evenings, 
beginning November 21st and concluding 
December 5th, from 7 ï 8:30 pm in Room 15 
at Bloordale, Brian will be leading a study on 
the latest United Church Interfaith Study 
document, entitled ñHonouring the Divine in 
Each Other: United Church ï Hindu Relations 
Today.ò  In this study weôll explore our 
relationship with our Hindu neighbours, 
develop a deeper understanding of Hinduism, 
and reflect on faith in a pluralistic society.  
Please be in touch with Brian ï 
rev.mcintosh@bellnet.ca or 416-621-1710 ï 
to register and pick up the document, which 
includes the study guide to be followed.  We 
will only run this study if 4 or more people 
register with Brian by Nov. 20th, so please 
be in touch. 

Ten Reasons Why You Should 
Be Going To Church 
 

10. Coming to church doesnôt mean you have 
no doubts about God or faith or  religion.  It 
means you have a place you can share with 
people who have their own doubts. 

9. Bad stuff is going to happen in your life.  It 
just is.  A church community cannot be 
everything to everyone in times of crisis, but 
when the bottom falls out of your world, itôs 
great to have a community to lift you back 
up. 

8. Bad stuff is going to happen in your life, 
part two.  The time to build a relationship 
with God is not when life turns ugly and 
youôve run out of all other options.  Attending 
worship regularly helps build a relationship 
with God and others that will give you a solid 
foundation when the winds blow and the 
storms come. 

7. Not all churches are anti-something.  Most 
of us are for people, for acceptance, for 
hospitality. Really, weôre out there. We just 
donôt get good press. 

6. Any church worth its salt has really good 
food on a regular basis. 

5.  Churches  offer  paint-by-number 
opportunities  to  serve.  Many  people  would 
like  to help  the  poor,  the  hungry  and  the 
homeless,  but  they  donôt  know  how to get 
involved,   how  to   make  the   time   to  be 
involved or what they can do to really make a 
difference.   Churches  offer  you ways to plug 
in to help those who need it most. 

4. Youôve got a gift. Probably two or ten of 
them. Becoming involved in the ministry of a 
church will help you discover and use gifts 
you never even knew you had. 

3. Not all churches are after your money.  
Good churches want you to have a  healthy 
relationship with money. Sure, churches need 
to pay the electric bill and the pastor and the 
youth director, but money and the church is 
more about you than it is about the church.  
Itôs about your own relationship with money.  
World events have proven that itôs much 
better to put faith in God than in the bank 
account. Church can help you with that. 

2. Taking a break from out hectic lives to 
come to church is accepting the gift of 
Sabbath. Wayne Mueller says ô[Sabbath] 
dissolves the artificial urgency of our days, 
because it liberates us from the need to be 
finished.ô We donôt take Sabbath and come to  

worship because we have time and have 
finished up everything that needs to be done.  
We take Sabbath because it is time to stop 
and we are designed to stop, rest and reflect.  
Those who donôt are destined to crash and 
burn. 

1.  Jesus is really cool.  Even if you donôt 
know if you can believe in the whole Son-of-
God thing, even if you refer to the 
resurrection as the Zombie Jesus event and 
even though those of us already in church 
often do a lousy job of following him, come to 
church to get to know Jesus.  The more you 
get to know him, the more youôll understand 
why people call his way The Way. 

by Rev. Anne Russ, Pastor, Argenta 
Presbyterian Church, North Little Rock, 
Arkansas 

 

I found these ñ10 reasonsò  in the book  ñReal 
Good Churchò , by Rev. Molly Phinney 
Baskette, and they struck a chord with me.  
The book was one of several purchased as 
resource material for the Phoenix Committee, 
and offers numerous ideas, based on the 
authorôs experience, on how to bring new life 
into a fading church. Several copies are 
available on the Bloordale library cart in 
Room 13. 

Julia Stavreff 
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PHOENIX REPORT # 1, NOVEMBER, 2016 
 
Reporting on Activities in August, September & 
October, 2016 
 

This report describes the work of your 
Phoenix Committee (representing the 
congregations of Bloordale and St. James 
United churches) in the late Summer and Fall 
of 2016.  Both congregations are getting this 
update. 
 
Key Activities: 
 
1. óMeeting of Chairsô Event: This was a 
joint meeting of committee chairs from 
both congregations held September 25th, 
2016 at St. James. This event was 
attended by about 25 persons 
representing a good blend of Committee 
representatives from both congregations.  
While the session was great in terms of 
getting to know one another, and some 
committees have agreed to subsequent 
meetings, one of our major learnings 
from this session was that there is 
considerable uncertainty on the part of 
some groups as to exactly what was 
expected of them, and how to proceed 
further.  Accordingly, our facilitators 
(Janet Marshall and Ron Ewart) have 
undertaken to attend one of the regular 
meetings of each of the key Committees 
at each congregation between now and 
the end of the year, to explain the 
process, and guide them in their 
subsequent discussions.  These 
Committees are Music & Worship, 
Finance, Outreach and Christian 
Development. 

2. Joint Services: We have had two joint 
services: the first on September 18 at 
Bloordale, and the second on October 30th 
at St. James.  Rev. Brian preached at the 
first and Rev. Coral at the second, and 
both services featured the awesome 
combined choir.  Bloordale hosted St. 
James with a delicious barbecue after the 
service in September, and St. James 
reciprocated with a delightful buffet ham 
lunch in October.  Your Phoenix team 
members have received nothing but rave 
reviews about each of these events, and 
of course more are planned for the 
balance of this year and into 2017 
(although future joint services may not all 
feature the lunch option!) 

3. Phoenix Team Meetings: The Phoenix 
team itself has met twice over the late 
summer and early Fall:  August 23rd and  

October 17th.  The August 23rd meeting was 

largely devoted to planning the óMeeting of 

Chairsô event referenced above.  The 

October 17th meeting was given over to a 

discussion of the follow-up to the óMeeting 

of Chairsô.  As well, decisions were made 

regarding timeframes and subsequent 

communications ï the subject of the next 

note.  We also discussed our intention to 

further refine and summarize the draft 

Vision for the amalgamated congregations.  

(See the box below, which contains the 

current draft Vision we are working with.)  

4. Communications: It has become 
apparent that communications is and 
will continue to be an extremely important 
aspect of all the work we do to develop 
the Amalgamation proposal. Not 
surprisingly, we have experienced a 
couple of hiccups in this regard and so we 
are determined to do better on the 
communication front.  A meeting of a 
subgroup of Phoenix (Roy Harvey, Jon 
Linton) was held with one of the 
facilitators (Janet Marshall) on October 
26th to develop a ócommunications 
protocolô going forward so that everybody 
who needs to make decisions around 
Phoenix activities is aware of this 
responsibility, and that they have the 
information they need to make these 
decisions.  As well, of course, we need to 
ensure that everybody else (staff, 
members, adherents, tenants, and all 
other users of our church properties) are 
informed about what is going on. In 
addition to this monthly newsletter, you  

Our Draft Vision 

Phoenix United Church* is a Spirit-filled, 
connected, transformational church that 
challenges the status quo and provokes 
interaction on our collective journey of 
faith.  We are particularly defined by our 
outreach ministries that meet 
neighbourhood needs, and demonstrate a 
Christian commitment to the community. 

We believe that coming together as an 
amalgamated congregation will provide 
the imagination, energy, and spiritual 
renewal that will make it possible to live 
into this vision.  It will allow us to use the 
resources and gifts God has entrusted us 
with faithfully. 

* Note that this is simply a óplaceholderô 
name for now. 
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Consider a Planned Gift to 
Bloordale United Church 

 

Giving a gift to the Planned Gift Fund through 
your will is one way to continue faithful 
stewardship beyond your lifetime. When your 
estate plan is prepared please consider a gift 
to your church through the Bloordale Planned 
Gift Fund. 

 

A message from your Memorial and 

Planned Gift Funds Administrative 

Committee 

can expect to see regular announcements 
in church regarding the process with Q & A 
opportunities; a display in some prominent 
place in each church with Amalgamation 
update information; further opportunities 
through questionnaires of post-it notes to 
provide input; etc.  

5. Attendance at óReaching the 
Millennialsô Workshop:  On October 21, 
Jim Donaghy of the Phoenix team attended 
a workshop hosted by Dr. Rodger Nikiosha 
on the topic of óhow to reach the millennial 
generationô.   óMillennialsô are the 
generation born between 1980 and 2000 ï 
currently about 30% of the Canadian 
population.  They will clearly be very 
important to the future of our 
amalgamation, so this was an important 
workshop to attend.  

6. Timeline Update: As you know the 
Phoenix Team is aiming to prepare an 
Amalgamation Proposal that each 
congregation will vote on by the Spring of 
2017.  Our current timing on this is to 
have the Proposal complete and to 
members of each congregation by the end 
of March 2017. The Amalgamation vote 
itself we are planning for some time in 
June, if not before, recognizing that people 
start to drift away on weekends when the 
weather gets nice.  This will allow for 
ample time for people to reflect upon, 
discuss, and question the Proposal. (Note 
that UCC rules require that the proposal 
[which of course will be identical for each 
congregation] be voted on by both 
congregations on the same day; that only 
full members are allowed to vote; and that 
members must be physically present to 
vote.)  However, as we move through this 
process we are reminded that events need 
to happen óat their own paceô and so this 
timing may be pushed back further if the 
congregations feel they need more time to 
make a decision. 

 

Upcoming Phoenix-Related Events in 
November and December 

Next Phoenix Team meeting:  

November 14th at Bloordale, 7:00 PM 

Next Joint Services:  

Sunday Dec, 25th (Christmas Day!) at 
St. James 

Sunday, January 1st (New Yearsô Day!) 
at Bloordale 

Contact Us! 

If you have any questions, input or thoughts 
regarding any of the foregoing, or any other 
suggestions, please donôt hesitate to contact 
any of the Phoenix team members: 

 

 
Bloordale St. James 

Jim Donaghy 
Julia Stavreff 
Diane Mulholland 
Roxanne Dryding 
Roy Harvey 

Aaron Kratt 
Joanne Cooper 
Steve Conforzi 
Janet Van Melle 
Jon Linton 

Holly Tea 
and Cookie Sale 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ оǊŘ 

м Υлл - оΥол ǇƳ 
 

Invite a friend and enjoy tea or coffee and scones 

with whipped cream and jam! 

YUMMY!!!! 

$6.00 per person 

 

At $6.00 per dozen, you can also  
choose your Christmas Cookies at 
our delectable Cookie Corner 
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Thank You!! 

To: Jo-Em Bettridge, Grace 
Everett, Yvonne Da Cruz, Diane 
Mulholland, Shirley Jankus, Sol 
Kanjirthingal, Pat Nelson, Victor 
Nguyen, Kashi Ramsahai, and 
Shirley Scott who participated in 
our Fall Property Clean-up on  

  Nov 5, 2017 

Upcoming Events Summary 

Sunday November 20 Service at Wesburn 
Manor.  Bloordale Hosts the Wesburn Service 
at 2:30 p.m..  The Bloordale Choir will sing. 

Monday, November 21 7:00-8:30 pm, 
Hindu Relations study with Brian, Part 1 

Tuesday November 22 UCW meets in the 
afternoon 

Sunday November 27 Lunch Bunch lunch 
after the Church service at the Canadiana 
Restaurant in Six Points Plaza (Dundas & 
Kipling) 

Monday, November 28 7:00-8:30 pm, 
Hindu Relations study with Brian, Part 2 

Saturday December 3, 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
Holly Tea and Cookie Sale 

Sunday December 4, Yak with Brian about 
United Church Theology, after the worship 
service 

Monday, December 5,  7:00-8:30 pm, 
Hindu Relations study with Brian, Part 3 

Tuesday December 6, 6:30 p.m. 
Congregational Pot Luck Dinner 

Sunday December 11 Childrenôs Christmas 
Pageant, followed by lunch 

Monday December 12 UCW hosted Seniorôs 
lunch 

Sunday December 18 The Choir performs 
their Christmas Service of Lessons, Carols 
and Anthems. 

Sunday December 25, Joint Service at St. 
James 10:30 a.m.  

Sunday December 25 Service at Wesburn 
Manor.  Bloordale Hosts the Wesburn Service 
at 2:30 p.m..  The Bloordale Choir will sing. 

Sunday January 1  Joint New Yearôs Day 
Service with St. James at Bloordale 

Friday January 20 Outing to see ñThe 
Audienceò at the Royal Alex Theatre 

Bloorbeat on the Internet 
This issue as well as past issues of Bloorbeat  can 
be accessed on the Bloordale United Church 

website at:  

http://bloordale.ca/bloorbeat/ 

 

Join us as we go to see 
 

Fiona Reid  in 
The Audience 

 

at the newly remodeled  

Royal Alexandra Theatre  
(more leg room!) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

www.mirvish.com 
 

260 King Street West, Toronto 
(West of University Avenue) 

 

Friday Jan 20 , 2017,  8:00 pm, 

 

Tickets: $73 (orchestra) or $52, (upper balcony) 

we have 15 group tickets in the orchestra,  
and 5 in the front row of the upper balcony  

(regular prices $115, or  $73) 
 

A Bloordale and Friends Event  
Carpooling Available 

Perfect as a Christmas Gift 

For further information and tickets contact 
Julia 416-622-6309 (h) / 416-621-8050 (w)  

WEDDING 

Congratulations to 
Diane Relyea and Scott Delton 

 
Who were married on  

September 24, 2016 
in Eden Mills, Ontario 

http://bloordale.ca/bloorbeat/
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A Message from the Finance 
Committee 

Please remember Bloordale in your 
Christmas givings 

Most of Bloordale's operating expenses are 
not discretionary.  They are almost entirely 
fixed.  Salaries and fees and benefits are 
mandated by head office, or by contract.  We 
don't have much flexibility in our hydro, gas 
and water costs.  And we have other 
standard running expenses such as: snow 
removal, photocopier lease, telephone, 
internet costs. 

We are not an extravagant church. Forty 
percent of our expenses are covered by 
rentals and other special fees and events. 

The other 60 percent must be covered by 
congregational contributions. 

At present, our givings are below our needs, 
by about $10,000. 

We come to Bloordale for many reasons: 

¶ Some come for the music 

¶ Others come to make music 

¶ Some come for the inner peace that the 
worship service provides 

¶ Some come to get involved in important 
societal causes 

¶ Many come to be with their friends here 

¶ Others come to make new friends 

Whatever the reason that we come to 
Bloordale, our lives would be less full without 
it. 

This year, please remember Bloordale in your 
Christmas givings, and be as generous as you 
can! 

Thank You. 

Julia Stavreff 
for the Finance Committee 

The Furniture Bank 

The Furniture Bank serves 
newcomers and families 
starting over with items to 
create a new home: sofa 
and chairs, dining/kitchen 
table and chairs; end tables 
and lamps; dressers and 
desks, as well as kitchen 
items: dishes and glasses; 
pots and pans; oven items; cutlery.  Because 
of many new families arriving this year, they 
are short of sofas, tables and chairs, lamps, 
and kitchen items.  They are partnered with 
many agencies helping newcomers, families, 
the poor and homeless.   Their website is 
www.furniturebank.org 

If you have furniture and kitchen items for 
the Furniture Bank, you can deliver the items 
yourself, Mondays ï Fridays from 9 a.m. to 
noon.  Their address is 25 Connell Court, 
between Kipling and Islington, off Horner 
Avenue, south of Evans Avenue.  If you need 
items picked up, you can phone them at 415-
934-1229.  When downsizing or moving, or 
cleaning out your home ï please remember 
the Furniture Bank. 

Pastoral Visiting Practises 

The Pastoral Care committee welcomed the 

Rev. Dr. Deborah Hart, of Deer Park United 

Church, to our meeting on Nov. 2nd to 

broaden our notions of good visiting practices. 

All seven committee members, along with our 

two ministers and three additional 

congregational members, Amy, Pat Nelson 

and Shirley Scott, attended. Deborah 

distinguished between a friendly, social visit 

and a more spiritual, Pastoral one, focussing 

on the before, during and after aspects, 

particularly of the Pastoral visit. She shared 

many practical ideas on how to respect the 

person, bring some cheer and comfort, be a 

good listener, be accepting of the 

circumstances and ways to include prayer. A 

personôs sense of privacy and confidentiality 

was recognized and explored. We all left 

feeling encouraged and more able to be 

effective visitors. 

Helen Hitchcock 

for the Pastoral Care Committee 

__________________________________ 

 

Birth Announcement 

Congratulations to 
  

Vanessa (Ramsahai) and Kevin Mitchell 
  

On the birth of Khiara Celine   
on  Wednesday, November 9th. 

 

A sister for Liam, and second grandchild for 
 Ameena and Kashi Ramsahai. 

http://www.furniturebank.org
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Light Becomes You Series  

At St James United Church  

This is a  monthly series of 
spiritually    nurturing 
exercises and experiences to 
heighten self-awareness and 
open you to your divine true 
self, while having fun.  It is 
held on the 2nd  Wednesday 

of the month, 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m. in the main 
floor lounge at St James United Church. 
Upcoming meetings: 

December 14th, Expanding Success- 
explore how we define success, what expands 
our success, and celebrate the power that 
wants you to be successful. 

January 11th, Qigongï a powerful system 
of energy medicine using breathing 
techniques, gentle movements and 
meditationðled by qualified instructor Nuno 
Loureno 

Leadership coordinators: Janice Fuller, 
Coral Prebble, Nancy Violo 

All sessions are offered by free-will donation 
to help support future events.  Charitable tax 
receipts can be provided for donations of $10 
or more accompanied by your name and 
mailing address.   

If this is your first time and know you are 
planning to participate, please let Rev. Coral 
know, cprebble@rogers.com so that she can 
prepare a name tag for you.  

If you are inspired to come at the last minute 
with no notice, we are equally thrilled to 
welcome you  

Games Nights at St James 

The St James United Church CD committee is 
continuing to host monthly Games Nights this 
fall on Friday evenings , from 7:00pm -9:00.  

The first two of these Games Nights were 
held on  Sept 23rd, and Oct 28th. An 
upcoming date is Nov 25th.  

These games Nights are family-friendly, all 
ages welcomeï bring your favourite board 
games, or come withoutðthere will be lots at 
the church. Dogopoly, Cranium, Quiz Games, 
etc. Join a group around a game that appeals 
to you. Friends are Welcome! 

Smart Ageing Tips and Planning 

Free Seminar at St. James United Church  

On Tuesday Nov 22, 7:30-9:00pm. 

 

In Canada, caregivers spend an 
average of 6.3 years and 10-34 
hours a week caring for elderly 
loved ones.  Learn how to plan 
for the future and alleviate 
stress that comes with an 
unexpected crisis. 

Topics: 

¶ Warning signs of an impending crisis 

¶ How a crisis impacts the whole family 

¶ Getting ready ï before you need to act 

¶ Navigating the healthcare, financial and 
legal landscape 

¶ How to have ñthe talkò with your family 

¶ Developing a Smart Aging Plan 

¶ Tips on how to choose a good site to live. 

Seminar Leaders: 

Susan Hyatt ï CEO and Co-founder of Silver 
Sherpa Inc. an independent life transition 
company. She has a B.Sc. in Physical 
Therapy, and  Masters in Business 
Administration. She taught in the Faculty of 
Medicine, was instrumental in the start of 
Canadaôs Electronic Health Records.  She is a 
global strategist and trusted advisor to 
governments. 
 

Lisa Naprawa ï Director of the Smart 
Ageing Program, Silver Sherpa.  Lisa is an 
energetic public speaker who also works with 
seniors promoting and coaching health, 
wellness and active ageing. 

__________________________________ 

St. James' Dinner and Auction.  
November  18th at St James United Church 

Invite your friends and neighbours.  Tickets  
are $20 each adult, $45 for a family.  A 
delicious lasagna dinner with salad, bread 
and desserts will be served at 6:45pm, and 
the Live Auction will begin at 7:00pm.   

Childcare is available if reserved in advance. 

The theme this year is "TASTE OF THE 
TROPICS"!  Come and enjoy some beautiful 
scenery (slide shows of Hawaii), tropical 
music, and lots of fun  

mailto:cprebble@rogers.com
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__________________________________ 

Invitation for  Submissions to 
Bloorbeat 
Spiritual perspectives, committee news, 
community happenings, and ideas for changes 
and improvements to make Bloordale an even 
nicer place than it already is are all welcome. 

Please submit or discuss your ideas with our 
Communications Committee chair Julia Stavreff, 
416-622-6309,  stavreffj@stavreff.com  

BLOORBEAT PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 

Following is the publication date and the deadline for 
submissions for the upcoming issues. 

 

 Publication  Submission 
 Date            Deadline 

 

2017 
 

 Jan       15  Jan          8 

 March   19  March     12 

 May      14  May         7 

From the Editor: 

Bloorbeat Submission 
Guidelines 
When you email items to Julia and myself for 
Bloorbeat, please include words about the specific 
content in your e-mail header and in any file names, 
e.g. not just ñBloorbeatò but ñBloorbeat Upcoming 
Eventsò. This makes it much easier to  locate the 
items in my rather busy e-mail inbox when putting 
the Bloorbeat together. 

In general, for  text-based submissions, please avoid 
use  of fancy fonts, headers, spacings or tab settings 
because these  create more work for me and make it 
more difficult  to maintain a consistent style in the 
newsletter.  

Straight text, in 10 point  font,  with bold (but not 
underlined) headings in 14 point font,  is  best. 

For photographs of church related items we can 
handle the standard graphics formats  such as .tif , 
.gif, .jpg, .png or .pdf. We print in black and white 
but post on the church website in colour 

For advertisements, PDF or uncompressed TIFF are 
the preferred formats. Please check picture clarity 
and text clarity of your ad  printed in chosen size in 
black and white on a laser printer and  viewed in 
colour  at chosen size on  a computer monitor. 


