
BLOORDALE UNITED CHURCH 
SERVING TORONTO-ETOBICOKE SINCE 1958 

Sunday, March 22, 2020   
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

WE BEGIN 
 

Acknowledgement of Indigenous People and Territory 
We acknowledge as we begin today the history, spirituality, 
culture and stewardship of the land of the Indigenous peoples 
of this region, including the Huron-Wendat, Petun and Seneca 
Nations and, most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit, 
who are Anishinaabe people.  This territory is covered by the 
Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 
between the Haudenosaunee and the Ojibwe and allied 
nations.  We seek to live in respect, peace and right relations 
with them as we live, work and worship upon their traditional 
territory. 
 

Greeting 
The God of mercy be with you. 
 

Lenten Candle Tenebrae Liturgy 
On this fourth Sunday of Lent we remember that God’s ways 
are not our ways, and that God’s ways will challenge all our 
well-laid plans. 
(fourth pink candle is extinguished)   
God helps us to see what is really important. 
Compassionate God, help us to see with your eyes 
and to love with your heart.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Approach and Confession 
Giver of light, we come seeking the way 
    out of our darkness. 
Healer of the blind, we gather in worship, 
    that we might see ourselves with your eyes. 
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Eye-opening God, 
    help us to recognize the blind spots in our lives. 
Help us to see your path in the midst of our wandering, 
    your grace beyond our judgments, 
    your blessing above our work, 
    your compassion beneath our living. 
Illuminate and enlighten us now, 
    that we might be a sign of your love, 
    in and for the world anew, in Jesus’ name.   
Assurance of Pardon 
Friends, God is the merciful one who heals our blindness and 
grants us true insight to goodness and beauty.  With the 
forgiveness of God we become children of light.  Thanks be 
to God for this promise! 
 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
 

First Testament:  Psalm 23 
 The Lord is our Shepherd. 
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 3 he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
    I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff — they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

     This is the witness of Israel. 
    Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading:  John 9: 1-41 
 Jesus heals a man born blind. 
9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from 

birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind 
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must 
work the works of him who sent me[b] while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, 
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar 
began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 
man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 
know.” 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus 
made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees 
also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said 
to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I 
see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 
God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And 
they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, 
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“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” 
He said, “He is a prophet.” 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and 
had received his sight until they called the parents of the 
man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this 
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he 
now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our 
son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how 
it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for 
the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed 
Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask 
him.” 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had 
been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We 
know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not 
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did 
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered 
them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 
become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You 
are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know 
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do 
not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, 
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world 
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could 
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do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely 
in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him 
out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when 
he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I 
may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, 
and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I 
believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into 
this world for judgment so that those who do not see may 
see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of 
the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we 
are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We 
see,’ your sin remains. 
    This is the Gospel of Christ. 
    Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon      Seeing Clearly, Living Dearly, Following Nearly 
 (see attachment) 
 
 

Hymn   “Amazing Grace” 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
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The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my Shield and Portion be, 
As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 
 

                    WE RESPOND AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Living Stewardship  (consider your gifts to support 
the church’s vision and mission) 
 

Prayers of the People 
O God, Great Shepherd of the sheep, our Light and our Hope, 
we offer praise and gratitude for all your good gifts of 
creation and providence, of earth, air, sky, sea, of human 
achievement and ingenuity, of family and friends, and of faith 
that sees us through the trials and temptations of life, even 
now during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Your provision for our 
daily needs, large and small, is amazing, having breathed life 
into the world at its genesis and into us in our beginnings, and 
sustaining us in countless ways with your Spirit’s pulse and 
passion.  So we lift our hearts and voices to you as to no 
other. 
But we also come aware that shadows haunt us and the world 
in which we live.  Nation lifts up sword and gun and rocket 
against nation.  Governments hail the pursuit of peace at 
summits, then support the manufacturing of arms in the 
valleys.  People speak of tolerance, then turn differences into 
conflicts at the cost of relationships, or clamour for scarce 
resources in supermarkets.  We despair of leaders will for the 
good, and of the desire to protect the poor. 
And we also, Giver of Life, confess that our own allegiance to 
your ways has wavered.  We have strayed from your way of  
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justice and peace to pursue our own purposes, from your way 
of sacrifice and service to pursue our own survival, and have 
neglected your truth and goodness, often at odds with 
common notions of success, to chase less demanding worldly 
wisdoms.  So we come, gracious God, confident that you will 
greet us not only as commanding Sovereign, by virtue of your 
holiness, but also as our compassionate Comforter, by virtue 
of your mercy.  We ask for vision greater than our own, for 
insight into your often upside down call and commitments, 
for strength beyond our strength and hope in our confusion 
and anxiety.  May we find ways to continue to touch others, 
though that touch won’t be tactile for awhile.  Give us a 
measure of faith sufficient to know that you have chosen us as 
your ambassadors, your representatives, your people, to live 
toward your reign in this circle of friends, this community, 
this country, a reign in which reconciliation among those with 
broken relationships – rich and poor, women and men, 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous, victim and offender, former 
friends, and untold others – and the healing of our various 
blindsides go hand in hand.  May we, by the way we deal 
with questions of diversity, leadership, priority setting, and by 
how we offer to the streets round about us a united and 
integrated witness, be lifted again, and lift others, toward your 
light, which is in all and through all and over all, for we long 
to see you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you 
in Christ more nearly.  All this we pray to you who is our 
Source and Sum in the name of the One who is our Centre, 
Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen Companion of all 
believers, who taught us when we pray to say: Our Father … 
The Lord’s Prayer VU pg 921 
 

WE CLOSE 
 

Poetic Hymn    “Christ, You Made the Blind Man See"  
    (read aloud this hymn to ponder the reading) 
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Christ, you made the blind man see; 
with some mud you healed his eyes. 
So you acted lovingly, 
bringing health and changing lives. 
Yet it was a Sabbath Day; 
rules were all that some folks saw; 
they were quick to scorn the way 
you put love before the Law. 
 

Christ, you came to judge the earth, 
bringing truth and life and light, 
Showing humble ones their worth, 
giving vision, bold and bright. 
Those who proudly think they see 
are the ones who often find 
Though they act quite boastfully, 
they, in fact, are really blind. 
 

God, we pray that we will be 
people filled with light and grace. 
Show us what we need to see 
in this culture, time and place: 
We are called to be your light, 
telling how you've changed us here. 
Love can make the darkness bright; 
faith in you makes all things clear. 
 

Biblical Reference: John 9:1-41 
Text: Copyright © 2017 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. 
 

Sending Forth and Blessing 
May the Lord Jesus Christ, who serves with wounded hands, 
help you to serve one another; 
may the Lord Jesus Christ, who walks on wounded feet, 
walk with you to the end of your road; 
may the Lord Jesus Christ, who loves with a wounded heart, 
be your love forever. 
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And may you see the face of Christ in all whom you meet, 
and may all whom you meet see the face of Christ in you. 
 

************************************************* 
Announcements 
Here are the readings for next week, to aid worship 
preparation.  March 29th:  Psalm 130; John 11: 1-45.  
 
Tax Receipts  
The Tax receipts for Bloordale were made available for pick 
up over the last two weeks.  Any envelopes not already 
picked up were put in the mail earlier this week.  If anyone 
has not received their receipt by Wednesday, March 25th, 
please contact Halyna at 416-621-1710 and she will issue you 
a new one.  
 

Today’s bulletin is sponsored by Halyna, Roman & 
Adrian Parypa, in memory of Mykola Parypa, loving 
father and doting grandfather. 
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